This study focusses on the potential effects of virtual child pornography on the sexual abuse of children, which is a widespread problem. Recent news items about child sexual abusers have brought the issue of pedophilia into the public eye. The media uses these two terms interchangeably. However, there is an essential difference between pedosexuals (those who sexually abuse children) and pedophiles (those who are sexually attracted to children). It is important to notice that not all pedophiles abuse children and not all pedosexuals feel sexually attracted to children. The research question is if virtual child pornography can prevent pedophiles from converting their fantasies into sexual acts.
Introduction
Child sexual abuse is a widespread problem and has many negative consequences for a child (Barth, Bermetz, Heim, Trelle, & Tonia, 2013) . Recent news items about child sexual abusers have brought the issue of pedophilia into the public eye. Nowadays, there is little tolerance for pedophiles, unlike in the 70s and early 80s. Headlines are filled with news about 'sexual abusers' defined as 'convicted pedophiles'. The media uses these two terms interchangeably. However, there is an essential difference between pedophiles, who feel sexually attracted to young children, and pedosexualswho abuse young children; they act due their sexual fantasies. It is important to notice that not all pedophiles abuse children and not all pedosexuals feel sexually attracted to children.
Despite the fact that not all pedophiles act on their sexual feelings, there is still an elevated risk of abusing young children sexually (Babchishin, Hanson, Hermann, 2011) . Therefore, it is very important to give a look at the different treatment options, because treatment is more effective than imprisonment (Schönberger & Kogel, 2012) . Unfortunately, there is limited research done on treatment for pedophilia specific. Experts suggest that impulse control is the highest achievable and pedophilia cannot be cured. Pornography can be used for impulse control. It is known that pornography is a protective factor against sexual violence (Ferguson & Hartley, 2009; Landripet, Stulhofer & Diamond, 2006; Diamond, 2009) . It may be possible that child pornography can satisfy pedophiles in their sexual needs. In this way, child pornography can prevent pedophiles to abuse young children sexually. However, the provision of child pornography as part of a treatment is unethical, since it indirectly maintains sexual child abuse. Therefore virtual child pornography could be a solution.
Virtual child pornography as potential remedy against child sexual abuse
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Results
The DSM-IV-TR does not distinguish between pedosexuality and pedophilia; there is one classification for both, namely "pedophilia". Pedophilia is subsumed under "paraphilias", which belongs to sexual dysfunctions. In the DSM-5, which was introduced in 2013, efforts have been made to distinguish between pedophilia and pedosexuality. Here belongs pedophilia to "Pedohebephilic Disorder" (American Psychiatric Association, 2013).
How often pedophilia and pedophile disorders occurs is hard to say -facts and figures are unknown. However, we do know that sexual abuse of children is a very common problem.
Worldwide, the estimates of prevalence of child sexual abuse vary from 8-31% for girls and 3-17% for boys (Barth et al., 2013) . In the past, research has been done into sexual interest in young children among male students ( Pedophilia mostly expresses itself in downloading child pornography. Riegel (2004) concluded that 95% out of 290 self-identified pedophiles at least watched child pornography occasionally. The amount of child pornographic material available has increased dramatically and an increasing number of people are caught for having child pornography on their computers. This is probably only a small percentage of all child pornography downloaders, since most child pornography is distributed by the invisible part of the internet and via peer-to-peer networks (Temporini, 2012 it is still unclear whether these interventions also will be effective in the treatment of pedophiles, who did not commit any hands-on crime yet. 
Pornography
The most common definition of pornography is the one of Hald and Malamuth. They 
Discussion/Conclusion
A literature review was done to investigate whether virtual child pornography could contribute in treating pedophiles to prevent that they will sexual abuse children in the future. To answer this question the difference between pedosexuals and pedophiles, the demographic characteristics of pedophiles and how often pedophilia occurs were described.
In addition, several sources have been consulted about the treatment of pedophiles, the effectiveness of this treatment and which treatment is provided in the Netherlands. The effect of (child) pornography is discussed on sexuality and aggressiveness. Finally, the possibility of child pornography during treatment has been considered.
Research shows that an increase in child pornography leads to a decrease of sexual abuse.
A possible explanation for the fact that child pornography leads to a decrease of child sexual abuse could be that it serves as a replacement for the sexual act. Child pornography may provide pedophiles in their sexual needs, without them having to act to their sexual feelings. This indicates that child pornography could be applied during treatment for pedophiles, to prevent that they will proceed to physical sexual abuse. Nevertheless, legalizing real child pornography is not a suitable solution. For the production of real child pornography are children actually sexual abused. Hereby, it indirectly maintains sexual abuse of children. It is unethical to allow sexual abusing of some children to protect (many) other children. Therefore, virtual child pornography could be a solution.
Virtual child pornography could serve the same function as real child pornography, but without the actual abuse of children. If virtual child pornography has the same effect as real child pornography is still unclear. There is a possibility that pedophiles feel not the same by watching virtual child pornography as by real child pornography, even though it looks almost the same. Therefore further research is necessary. Unfortunately, virtual child pornography is also prohibited in the Netherlands since 2002; which makes it impossible to do further research in the Netherlands. In case a legislative amendment makes further research possible in the future, it must be properly investigated if virtual child pornography also has a protective effect and whether this applies to all pedophiles. For instance, virtual child pornography can cause a general decline in sexual child abuse, but the possibility still remains that in some cases it could lead to practicing behavior. Therefore, it is highly recommended to find out for which pedophiles virtual child pornography should be made available during treatment in the future and for whom not.
